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REPORT 

 

 

Dear Mr. Chair, 

 

The Intellectual Property sub-committee is a relatively new addition to the PAA stable 

of committees. The idea for the sub-group was born towards the end of 2019 when I 

met with Ms. Fleurette Coetzee (Senior Manager: Trade Marks) to discuss an unrelated 

matter. She advised that she was sometimes inundated with calls and e-mails from 

attorneys who were not follows of the South African Institute of Intellectual Law 

(“SAIIPL”) with trade mark related queries, as SAIIPL would sometimes liaise with Ms. 

Coetzee on behalf of their members. 

The sub-group idea was further discussed with an existing PAA executive member at 

the Annual General Meeting of the Association towards the end of 2019. The PAA had 

a wide range of sub-groups, including a CIPC sub-group, but no existing group for 

Intellectual Property. Further enquiries into the CIPC sub-group revealed that it was 

mainly geared towards company related matters.  

There exists a real need for a communications channel between the Association, its 

members and the Office of the Registrar of Trade Marks. It is an unfortunate reality that 

the Intellectual Property fraternity is very small and that attorneys who do not deal 

with trade mark matters on a daily basis are not up to date on the latest developments 

in trade marks and procedures at the trade marks office of CIPC. These attorneys also 

do not have any point of contact should they be faced with a trade marks issue or 

has any questions relating to a trade marks procedural issue. 

The Intellectual Property sub-group was created to provide its members with such a 

channel of communication and point of contact for all trade mark related matters. A 

member of the Association can forward the trade marks query to the Association, who 

will then take it up with Ms. Coetzee. This will ease the Registrar’s burden of dealing 

with continuous queries from attorneys. Depending on the query, the PAA can answer 

the query directly, alternatively, the query can be taken up by the PAA with Ms. 

Coetzee directly.  



The PAA is currently meeting with Ms. Coetzee on a monthly basis to discuss any 

queries received from any member. This has resulted in a regular update to all PAA 

members on the workings of the Office of the Registrar of Trade Marks. Recently, Ms. 

Coetzee informed the PAA of new automation projects being implemented at the 

Office of the Registrar of Trade Marks, namely: 

• Filing of priority documents for priority applications; 

 

• Extensions of the prosecution period for trade mark applications; 

 

• Filing of GPA’s and the obtaining of GPA numbers; 

 

• The first extension of the opposition period, which is automatically granted in 

terms of the Trade Marks Act and Regulations. 

The PAA has already successfully dealt with various trade mark related queries from 

some of its members. In addition, the PAA is also planning various webinars to provide 

its members with the knowledge and skills to effective deal with trade mark related 

matters. The first of these webinars will be presented by Ms. Coetzee herself and will 

deal with the examination process of new trade mark applications. Details of this 

webinar will be provided to PAA members in due course. 

The PAA is also providing its members with all trade mark updates and newsflashes as 

and when received from Ms. Coetzee. 

At this stage, the PAA is only able to deal with trade mark related queries from its 

members, but the aim is also to create and foster a relationship with the Commissioner 

of Patents.  

I wish to thank the PAA executive members for the support and guidance in the 

creation of the Intellectual Property sub-group. 

 

Thank you. 

 
Andre du Plessis 

 
 


