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                                                            Date: 12 October 2020 

 

TO OUR MEMBERS  

BY E-MAIL 

 

RE:   CONTRIBUTIONS REQUESTED WITH RESPECT TO ENGAGEMENTS 

WITH THE CITY OT TSHWANE, THE DEEDS OFFICE AND THE NORTH 

GAUTENG HIGH COURT  

 

The Pretoria Attorneys Association (PAA) has made certain achievements over the 

last few months. This could not have been done without the support and financial 

contributions of its members. This letter serves as feedback, as well as a request for 

further contributions, financial and assistance wise. We only address the certain areas 

of concern, applicable to property law and North Gauteng High Court matters. 

 

PROPERTY LAW  

 

The PAA had met with the South African Revenue Service and managed to resolve all 

issues experienced by Conveyancers with respect to transfer duty receipts and related 

matters. We are also proud to announce that we have worked actively with the 

management of the Pretoria Deeds Office to ensure the closures and backlogs were 

kept to a bare minimum in extremely challenging times.  

 

The Pretoria Attorneys Association together with the management of the Pretoria 

Deeds Office, liaised regularly during the pandemic. This is only the latest example of 

where the relationship the PAA has with the Deeds Office has made conveyancing 

easier for our members. The PAA property committee meets with the Deeds Office on 

a monthly basis to address any issues being experienced by our members.  

 

The PAA has served on the Gauteng Interdepartmental Stakeholders Engagement 

Committee, which brings together all relevant departments in the property sphere to 

try and remove red tape and ease the development process.  

 

The PAA has also successfully engaged with the Chief Registrar of Deeds on a number 

of occasions, including when a crisis arose in the availability of copies of Title Deeds.  
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Most importantly, the PAA has had numerous engagements with the City of Tshwane 

over the past few years and even more so during the pandemic.  

 

Even though we have thus far been unable to eradicate the backlogs at the rates 

clearance certificate department, the PAA has managed to keep our members 

informed regarding the conversion to an electronic system and has raised a plethora 

of issues at the City of Tshwane, many of which have been resolved through such 

engagements.  

 

We are also assisting with the court application pending against the City of Tshwane 

and will keep our members posted in this regard.  

 

Furthermore, thanks to the efforts of the property committee and the engagement of 

our Association with National Treasury, the Association was instrumental in removing 

certain misconceptions about conveyancing and the importance of conveyancers in 

ensuring “security of title.” 

 

THE NORTH GAUTENG HIGH COURT 

 

The High Court sub-committee has been extremely active and has successfully dealt 

with various complaints by members in respect of general logistics as a result of issued 

practice directives during lockdown. We requested a meeting with the judiciary during 

May 2020 to discuss the consolidated directive of 11 May 2020, to collectively address 

the judiciary with the various logistical complaints received.   

 

On 8 June 2020 the PAA had a meeting with the Deputy Judge President, the Acting 

Deputy Judge President, the previous Chief Registrar as well as the court manager.  

The issues addressed were mostly written complaints received from members.  The 

complaints can be summarized as the shortcomings of Caselines, the backlog in 

respect of the allocation of trial and motion dates, issuing of documents and setting 

matters down on the draft court order roll. We have requested a follow-up meeting, to 

meet the new Chief Registrar and take up where we had started and our last meeting. 

 

Various members also complained that court officers were taking bribes to fast track 

the issuing of summonses and motion dates.  This was also brought under the attention 

of the judiciary.  On 15 July 2020, comprehensive feedback was circulated to our 

members in respect of meeting with the judiciary.  We have been advised that criminal 

and disciplinary steps have been taken against at least one such court official. 

 

In July 2020, a further letter was addressed to the ADJP to again stress the issues 

above.  Our office then had further meetings with the Chief Registrar to assist with the 

backlog of issuing procedural documents, which was in excess of 6000 documents.  

By the end of August 2020 our office, together with the personnel of many law firms, 

assisted in eradicating the backlog of 4673 summonses, 1362 matters directed to 

Judicial Case Management and 1755 unopposed motions.  Certain of our members 

assisted by offering services of their personnel to work in our office to assist our 

employees.  Our office also arranged for temporary pigeon holes at the entrance to the 

court building at no charge to our members.  The relationship between the Pretoria 

Attorneys Association and the judiciary has been strengthened by input and comments 

made on previous directives and suggestions as to how the directives can be more 

practical to streamline issues experienced by practitioners.    
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That being said this success was not achieved without our Association incurring 

considerable costs on our part particularly to assist the High Court with 

eradicating the backlog. We did not charge our members for actual 

disbursements incurred by the Association.  

 

Under the circumstances, we would like to approach all our Members, with a request 

for a voluntary contribution towards costs already incurred to date and towards those 

which may have to be incurred hereafter. 

 

Contributions can be directly remitted into the Association's bank account, the details 

of which are set out hereunder and all contributions will be gratefully acknowledged. 

 

Your assistance in funding this exercise, which is obviously to the benefit of our entire 

membership, is most sincerely appreciated.  

 

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS  

Pretoria Attorneys Association 

Standard Bank 010 546 227 

Branch Code 051001 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Tiaan Joubert    

(Chairperson) 

 


