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Property Committee Report 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE PROPERTY LAW COMMITTEE  

 

 

Dear Mr Chairman, fellow Committee Members and Members of the Pretoria 

Attorneys Association: 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

As with all aspects of legal practice and society in general, the Conveyancing 

Profession has faced unprecedented conditions during the COVID 19 pandemic. 

 

We are fortunate to have an active Property Committee with members that are 

prepared to regularly give of their time and expertise to meet with and engage the 

relevant role players in the property industry.  Our engagements have in no small 

way contributed to keeping disruptions at the Pretoria Deeds Office to a minimum 

and ensuring that the City of Tshwane produced Clearance Certificates (even though 

a backlog accrued). 

 

The Property Committee currently consists of: 

 

Name Firm 

  

Gareth Shepperson Delport van den Berg 

Anton Theron Tonkin Clacey 

Miriam Jansen van Vuuren Friedland Hart Solomon & Nicolson 

Jodie van Broekhuizen MacRobert 

Patricia Morgan Klagsbrun Edelstein Bosman De Vries 

Kenny Matseke Matseke Attorneys 

Nicole Pagel Stegmanns 

Donald Mokgehle Adams & Adams 

Willie-Brown Van Der Walt Willie-Brown Van Der Walt Attorneys 

 

 

PRETORIA DEEDS OFFICE 

 

The Property Committee held monthly meetings with the Registrar and Deputy 

Registrars of Deeds at the Pretoria Deeds Office prior to lockdown.  There continues 

to be a collegial relationship and a wide variety of topics were discussed and 

successfully resolved. 
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Since the COVID-19 Lockdown, there has subsequently been significant electronic 

communication between the Property Committee and the Deeds Office 

Management.  The co-operation between these bodies was exemplary and 

contributed to successfully keeping closures to a minimum.  There were also daily 

interactions between individual members of the Property Committee and Deeds 

Office Management (as well as with Conveyancers and Prep Clerks at the Deeds 

Office) to deal with issues as they arose, in what was a very fluid and complicated 

situation.  I would specifically like to commend the efforts of Anton Theron and 

Miriam Jansen van Vuuren in this regard. 

 

It would appear that the Deeds Office has resolved the impasse that saw the 

Registrar being placed on special leave for a significant period of time.  The Property 

Committee is pleased that this should generate greater certainty and stability. 

 

CITY OF TSHWANE 

 

The City continued to be extremely poorly represented at its meetings with the 

Property Committee in the period prior to Lockdown.  Ironically, the Property 

Committee has subsequently met with the City of Tshwane more regularly during 

these extraordinary times than at any other time in recent years.  The lockdown has, 

unfortunately, had a significantly detrimental effect on the delivery of services 

relating to Clearance Figures and Clearance Certificates.  Due to lockdown 

regulations, the City was forced to implement an exclusively electronic system with 

immediate effect.  This system was only in Pilot Phase at the time and there were 

already issues experienced by firms that were part of the Pilot.  However, the online 

system was totally overwhelmed by the sudden forced implementation. 

 

The City of Tshwane has given numerous undertakings relating to the eradication of 

the backlog in service delivery but has failed to meet its own undertakings.  There 

has been significant demand from our members that the PAA institute legal 

proceedings against the City and the Property Committee has obtained a Legal 

Opinion in this regard.  The Opinion has been virtually presented to PAA Members 

on two consecutive Mondays and a Video and PowerPoint Slides have also been 

circulated.  At the time of writing this Report, the matter is ongoing. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 Pandemic has resulted in the members of the 

Property Committee having to give far more time to sustaining the Conveyancing 

Profession, sometimes to the detriment of their own practices.  I appreciate your 

contributions. 

 

Gareth Shepperson 

Chairman 


